PRESIDENT RICHARD GREEN’S INAUGURATION SPEECH

Assistant Governor Ashley, guests and fellow Rotarians, I feel very fortunate and it
is my enormous privilege and honour to become the 89™ President of this great Rotary
Club, to follow on from the highly successful year we’ve just had in the sure hands of
Past President Kewal.

The new President of Rotary International Kalyan Banerjee has announced his theme
for the year as ‘Reach Within To Embrace Humanity,” and while this sounds a little
mystical, it does embody the basic concept of Rotary, for which this club, one of the
oldest in Great Britain, has a justly deserved high reputation.

I 'am looking forward to, and I very excited about, the busy, and hopefully rewarding
year that lies ahead of us, when we can fulfil the Rotary aims of Service Above Self
and enjoy fellowship and fun at the same time.

As I announced at the Club Assembly, my theme for the year is ‘Rotary Through Music
and Performance’ and although I’m hoping we won’t make a song and dance about
everything, several of our events will give a nod in that direction.

I consider myself extremely fortunate in having an excellent team of senior officers
and governing council supporting me, but the strength of our club is in the hard work done by the committees.

We mapped out our plans in detail at the Club Assembly, but let me summarise by picking out just a few of them.
One of the year’s highlights will undoubtedly be the celebration of the 90™ anniversary of the granting of our charter on December
3"., when we will be visited by the RIBI President Ray Burman, and our old friend Duggie Parker will be along to keep us
amused.

On the International front, the Foundation Committee will be hosting the incoming Group Study Exchange team from Canada,
and Mike Colley’s International Committee are planning a large number of projects abroad, with an emphasis on the provision
of fresh water. Mike’s committee will also be repeating the Shoe Box initiative, helping poor children in Eastern Europe to have
a slightly better Christmas.

Closer to home, our Youth Activities Committee under Mike Boyce will be talking to Highfields school about the formation
of a Interact club there, and their many other projects will include organising 2 canal boat trips for Spurgeons Young Carers,
to provide much needed breaks for, in some cases, very young carers who find themselves under severe pressure at home with
either elderly relatives or disabled siblings. I’'m pleased to say that I’'m talking with Mike about having a Young Musicians
Competition as well.

This committee is now joined with the Community Services Committee under the chairmanship of Brian Bailey, who,
amongst many plans, will be taking the lead in organising the local Rotary Stroke Awareness Day.

The Foundation committee, in the very experienced hands of Fraser Dukes will be ensuring that, in a project very close to
my heart, we continue our support for Rotary’s superb efforts in ridding the world of the scourge of Polio. Since we started in
1985, we’ve come so very far, and in the words of the campaign slogan, we are ‘this close.’

We will be providing considerable support for the MS Centre and the new, superb facilities at Compton Hospice.

Of course, none of these projects and donations would be possible without the sterling efforts of Paul Lockley’s Fund Raising
Committee, who, with the enthusiastic help of Peter Williams” New members Group is planning an Auction of Promises and
several other events to reach our target of raising £40500 in the year. We are aiming to use £43000 on our many projects, taking
into account a planned reduction in our reserves.

Our other 2 major Fund Raisers are in the capable hands of Rod Jones, who is going for gold this year with the Dragon
Boat day, and Derek Morgan who is hoping to beat last year’s record with the Tree of Remembrance.

All the news about these activities will continue to be published on line and in hard copy in what I think is one of the best
Rotary club magazines around, HUB, thanks to the tremendous hard work done by our very own press baron, David King

Our club magazine HUB is one of the many ways in which we spread the news and avoid misunderstandings, which reminds
me of the Englishman who went into a pub in Glasgow. The barman asks ‘what’ll you have sir?” and he orders a whiskey. The
barman pours him the dram and he’s just drinking it when the barman says ‘that’ll be £3.50 sir.” ‘Oh no’ says the Englishman
—‘I’m not paying for it-you asked me to have a drink.” The barman’s incensed. ‘This is a pub — you’ve got to pay for your drink.’

There happened to be a canny lawyer sat nearby and he spoke up. ‘I’m afraid the customer’s absolutely right. There was
nothing in that transaction that requires him to pay for the drink.” The barman kicks them both out. ‘Don’t ever come back in
here again.” A year later, the Englishman’s back. The barman says ‘you get oot — I barred you’s a year ago.’

The Englishman says ‘you must be mistaken - I’ve never been in here before. In fact I’ve never been to Glasgow before.’
The barman becomes uncertain. ‘Well all I can say is you must have a double.” ‘“Thanks very much’ says the Englishman ‘I’ll
have a malt whisky.’

Well, I’'m hoping to avoid misunderstandings as we go through this breathtakingly busy year, which I’m really looking
forward to, and I’ll do my best to listen to and act upon members views, and try to make myself a worthy successor to the







