THE DRAGONS ROAR ON.....................

it's spleen on the Rotary marquee which was lifted
up 25 feet and came down across several car roofs
and finished up as a pile of torn canvas and mangled
poles....ccoveeeeennnn. sadly and ironically, one of the
cars to suffer was that of Dragon Boat Chairman,
Rod Jones, who was not best pleased with that part
of his event planning going horribly wrong.
On the day itself, the racing was up to it's usual high
standard (despite the choppy water) and all the
participants thoroughly enjoyed the event which
bodes well for repeat entries next year. The car park
was nearly full - another good sign of "Joe Public"
turning up (and despite the competition from the
minor attraction of a meaningless football match
at Molineux!!) and it meant also that the fairground
attractions and food outlets enjoyed good receipts.

Our 11th Dragon Boat event got under
way on the Saturday (the day before race day) when
the usual hardcore of willing Rotarians assembled
at Himley to prepare the site. The marquee was
erected in record time (and was dismantled the
following day in record time also but more of that
anon.........!I"). Dustbins were put out; boat-loading
area staked and roped; P.A scaffolding erected and
(the high-spot of John Hollingsworth's sad life !)
the white-line machine went into overdrive with
all the pitches duly marked out (not to mention four
litres of white paint all over John's boots and
jeans........ )

And so, Sunday dawned - dry (fortunately) but
very windy and with a record number of boat entries
(29) and a good turnout of fairground and sideshow
attractions, the day got into full swing early
(0] 1 TR that is until a mini-tornado vented

The racing finished in late afternoon when the
winners were Chris Jewkes Fitness followed by
last year's winners, Joner's Ark with Tettenhall
College in third place. President Kewal presented
the trophies and the Rod Jones trophy for the
school recording the fastest time of the day went
to Tettenhall College.

All credit and thanks go to Chairman Rod and
his Committee for another successful Dragon
Boat Day and praise also to all Rotarians who
turned out on the day to man the (very busy)
car park; empty dustbins; load boats; carry tables
and chairs etc etc.....(at least this year we didn't
need man-power to take down the Rotary
marquee............. I

P.P.Brian Woolley
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