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So here I am at the end of the year - how it’s
flown!  At our June meeting we had the pleasure of
allocating monies tor our chosen Charities.

These were Compton Hospice, Air
Ambulance, M.S. Centre, Green Park School and
overseas the Valley of 1000 Hills Orphanage.  These
together received well over £2000.  We also had
table-top collections each month for Hope and Homes
and the Haven benefitted from our famine lunch at
Jane Barnett’s.

 I am pleased that the I.W. members worked
so hard to raise this money and I thank them all
sincerely for that.  I also wish to express my thanks
to Rotary for all their help and support during the
year. (The Rachael Heyhoe-Flint evening and the
Dragon Boat washout are good examples) and to
thank them for inviting us to some of their splendid
functions.

My final task is to wish the incoming I.W.
President, Sheila Carver, a happy and successful
year and Roger Tweedale a good year as the new
Rotary President.

President Heather

N o w  e v e r y o n e
knows that I’m the
editor of Hub, the
one who religiously
p u t s  t o g e t h e r
eve ry th ing  tha t
everyone sends me
each month and puts
in the pictures of all
the wonderfull things
that happen to other
people; so imagine
my surprise when

President Hans called my name and told me that I
had been nominated for (and been awarded) the Les
Burrell Fellowship Trophy.  It is inscribed: ‘This Trophy
is awarded annually to the Rotarian who is judged to
have made the greatest contribution to fullfilling Rotary
aims, whether inside or outside the club’.  I know they
say that pride comes before a fall but on this occasion
I’m prepared to risk it!  Thank you.

TUESDAY CLUB MEETINGS
07 July Induction of President Roger Tweedale
14 July Visit of Lynn Deavin - District Governor
21 July Business Meeting
28 July PDG George Sidebotham ‘The March from

Stalag Luft III’
NO MEETINGS IN AUGUST

01 Sept No Meeting
08 Sept Weekly Meeting
15 Sept Business Meeting
22 Sept GSE Team visit for lunch
29 Sept Weekly Meeting

CLUB DUTIES
Date Meeting Stwd Speakers Host Money Steward
07/07 A.Morrey Kewal Krishan N.Holmes
14/07 D.Nicholls Kewal Krishan D.Jennings
21/07 B.Oates - B.Jones
28/07 C.Ray J.Parry R.Jones

SCOPE TRANSPORT
13 July - M. Boyce
20 July - C. Cundy
27 July - P. Davis

3 August - G. DiGianvittorio
7 September - M. Eves

14 September - B. Fellows
21 September - R. Fielding
28 September - R. Green

5 October - P. Hand

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Bradford Annan Golf at Shifnal Golf Club - 13/07/09

A Stroll in the Park for MS : 9am -1pm Sunday 19/07/09
The 4th. Annual Tom Warren Day - 23/07/09 (St George’s RC)

Cheese & Wine at Les & Tess Chambers 25/07/09
Rotathlon ARCHERY- The Crown 30/07/09

‘Abba Mia’ at the Civic Hall - 11/09/09
Visit of GSE Team to the Club - 22/09/09

Goldthorn Theatre - ‘How the other Half Loves’ 29/10/09
Senior Citizens Christmas Party - Thursday 10/12/09
Carol Service at St Bartholomews Church - 13/12/09

Christmas Party at Linden House - 16/12/09
Burns Night at Linden House - 22/01/10

FOR MORE DETAILS VISIT
www.rotaryclubwolverhampton.co.uk/DiaryDates.htm

HUB will be published and distributed at Rotary Lunch
on the first Tuesday of each month, wherever possible.
The editor accepts no responsibility for comments contained

within Hub, seeking to include everything submitted by
members wherever space permits.

Articles submitted by email are much appreciated.

email: king@kandsprint.co.uk

Note: Apologies for non-attendance at Rotary Lunch
must be made no later than noon on the Monday to:

Linden House: 01902 753743
or by email to:

linden-house@btconnect.com
please also send a copy to the Attendance Officer

mjf@mikefisher.plus.com

THE JAZZ FESTIVAL was planned by Gaby and
myself to be held at Stableford in our field across from
the house. The idea was for people to bring their own
refreshments and enjoy the entertainment.  We booked
the Zenith Hot Stompers who came highly recommended
by the Wrights and the Woolleys and they did well for us
on the night.  Then we were able to introduce local teenager
Richard Jones who started playing the Alto Sax at the
age of ten and now four years later was taking part in
Wolverhampton Has Talent at the Grand Theatre.  He
was a tremendous successs on the night with people
buying his C.D.which he had recorded at the age of twelve.
 Some said eleven o'clock was too early to finish but the
secret is to stop when they still want more.  Quoting from
an E Mail received last week from a member of the
Business Breakfast Club.."Thank you very much for a
superb evening on Saturday.  It was a wonderful event
which the three of us thoroughly enjoyed.  We would love
to support this event in the future, bringing along a larger
group,if this isn't too presumptuous.  The Event raised
£3500 on behalf of the Clubs Fund Raising Group whose
Chairman is Jeremy Hobbs.  This event was followed by
the ROTARY INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION
HOSPITALITY EVENT.  Wolverhampton Club Members
and their Ladies turned out in force to entertain Rotarian
International Guests from all over the World at the Stockings
 on Monday Evening.  The Hospitality and the friendly
atmosphere was very special and made the event an
occasion to be proud of....ROTARY FELLOWSHIP AT ITS
BEST...The venue and all the arrangements had been
well prepared by Brian Woolley and his Committee with
extra help willingly provided. The Champagne and Drinks
proved a good way to start the evening which was followed
by a most enjoyable Pig Roast.  All our visitors wanted to
exchange Banners with President Hans who had the
pleasure of giving our visitors a warm welcome.Local
Teenage Musician Richard Jones playing the Alto Sax
was a great attraction and his musical talents were much
appreciated by our visitors with several buying C.Ds to
take home.  At the end of the evening our guests gathered

on the steps at the front of the house for photographs
and to sing to us.  This was promptly followed by Land
of Hope and Glory led by the three Tenors shown in the
Picture..What a Super Night this was an occasion not to
have been missed!                     PP Peter Williams

This email was received by PP Brian Woolley the day
after the party:
Greetings Brian:
This is to let you know that you have included me in one
of the most memorable evening of my Rotary life! Please
thank again your President and his wife, and the hosts
for sharing their lovely gardens and all the members for
such a great programme.  You have been outright perfect
in all aspect of the organization and thank you again from
the bottom of my heart.

These few
words do not
reflect my joy
o f  hav ing
spent  the
evening with
your club. I
w o u l d
appreciate
any pictures
y o u  m a y
have as well.
   Emmanuel

DON’T FORGET!
A STROLL IN THE WEST PARK FOR MS on

Sunday 19th July from 9am to 1pm
Full details and Sponsorship Forms from PP Peter Williams

A happier bunch of
campers you would
have to go a long way
to find!  Above our
visitors pose on the
steps of ‘The
Stockings’ and on the
right the ‘Three Fivers’
sang on well into the
night!



I started my presidency
with my left leg in plaster which
had somewhat limiting effects
on my physical movements –
some of you may think that
other facult ies have not
remained totally unaffected.
However, let me assure you
that for my part I did not let any
of it impair my enjoyment of this
past year.

What follows is a brief
review of this year – in no

particular order of precedence and with apologies
(hopefully unnecessary) for any omissions.

Regrettably membership has seen a further
decline. Illness and old age have taken their inevitable
toll – there have been three funerals, something
hopefully not going to be repeated in your year, Roger.
Sadly we have also been obliged to take the thankfully
rare step to terminate membership in a number of cases
for non-payment of dues. On the positive side we have
been able to welcome new comers who look as though
they are enjoying our company and are going play an
active part. Welcome! And a big thank you to Peter and
your committee.

Fund raising – there are two kinds: in the one
we take money from friends, family and the public; in
the other we dig into our own pockets. No need to
stress which is the preferable one!  Dragon Boats was
enjoyed principally by the active participants, some of
whom went the whole hog by complete immersion in
the aquatic element; the rest merely got soaked from
above. Regrettably the numbers were down both with
regard to entries and spectators – and consequently
expected financial returns, but the event is here to stay.
Thank you John and your committee and better luck
with the weather next year Rod.  The Tree did well –
thank you Brian and company, but at the time of my
writing these lines the Tree seems to be facing a less
certain future, this owing to an apparent change of
heart (question: do newspapers have hearts?) at the
E&S. Not a good start to your chairmanship Derrick,
but let’s keep our fingers crossed that all is not lost.
As regards the Sponsored Slim – well, the excess
poundage continues to flourish – no names, no packdrill
– as does the will to shed a token percentage of it in
a good cause from time to time. So, let the calories
flow in both directions, and thank you all participants.
 As regards a garden party where you not only pay to
get in but are then expected to provide your own food,
booze, chairs, tables and cutlery – you name it – if that
doesn’t beat all, fortunately our club counts amonst its
members a goodly number of masochists who will agree
to almost anything provided it means good fellowship
and a laugh in a good cause. A good idea Peter and
thank you.

The really big event is, of course yet to come
in September, but success will depend on the full support
that you Jerry need, deserve, and will no doubt get.

And now to Sports and Entertainments – in
many ways the heart and soul of the Club. I cannot
name all the events you and you lads have put on, but
let me mention just two: Our Rotathlon is a brilliant
institution – I believe unique to our Club – and my
participation in the more physical events will certainly
improve in the coming year, leg permitting.  My year
ended on a high, very high, note not only for myself
but for the Club when Brian organised what was not
only my farewell do but an evening’s entertainment for
a group of fellow Rotarians from abroad as part of the
RI festivities in Birmingham. Wallean and I met quite

Tickets are going quite well
for the concert.  Some
members of the club have
excelled - one with a personal
outside sale already of 60+
and rising. I promise you it is
easy if you think about it and
talk about it wherever you go.
If people express interest just
make a list, get their order
and names to me and I'll let
you have their t ickets.
Payment can come later! It's
simple and will be very
beneficial for the club as long

as we make it a joint effort.
 The opportunity is there for us ALL to take and
then we can really make a difference.   Jerry
More details at   www.wolvesabbamia.com

a number of our guests the following Wednesday at the
NEC – all of them without exception described the party
as the highlight of their visit to the UK.  So – a very
special thank you to you Brian and helpers and to you
Jerry and Jenni for your hospitality.

I have mentioned the fund raisers – but feel the
fund dispersers should not go without at least some
credit!  Youth, International and Community Services
have all managed , some with more effort, some with
less, to dispose of the funds allocated to them. The only
one who got nothing was yours truly (by way of a voluntary
renunciation – this in view of the shortage of funds). So-
thank you David A., David K. and Chandru . A very
special mention and Thank You must go to you, Geoff
for your continued work and efforts in collaboration with
our neighbouring clubs with RED ALERT. I shall try to
get more schools to take part next year. And whilst
thanking you Geoff, may I also mention your untiring
efforts with the Express&Star – I doubt whether there
are many clubs who enjoy such a relationship with a
paper of this size and importance.

Our money was in good hands with you Derek
– all the items that can be controlled at club level have
been rigidly controlled, and it is frustrating that there is
so much that goes into making up the subscription is
dictated by outside agencies, the usefulness of some is
sometimes questioned.

Another  institution which is I believe to be unique
to our club and which we are fortunate to have thanks
to unceasing efforts and incomparable skills of its editor-
in-chief is our HUB. I don’t know how you do it ,David:
but thank you and keep up the good work, in spite of
laggards like me, who almost invariably go to five minutes
to midnight on dead-lines.

Last but not least, thank you Roy and Malcolm
for sticking with an unglamorous and not very thankful
task.

The biggest Thank You I have kept to the last.
No, we do not have Lady Members as such, but I think
you will agree that without our Ladies’ active and
enthusiastic support and participation this club of ours
would present a very sad picture indeed. So, on behalf
of all of us a big Thank You to you all! And, if I may be
forgiven – a special one from me to Wallean.

To conclude – personal observation: the
Presidency is, so I feel, in many respects, indeed
essentially, a reward for services rendered. In my case
I think I have taken payment in advance, a credit I shall
find it difficult to repay, certainly not in full. I shall do what
I can and with your support get somewhere towards it.

Members of the two city clubs,
their international guests and
The Mayor and Mayor
Wolverhampton club also
elected to stage a Pig Roast for
36 visitors in the garden of one
of its club members on the
outskirts of the city.  Overseas
guests were drawn from 8
countries geographically spread
f r o m  S w e d e n ,  t h r o u g h
Switzerland, to Uganda and on
to a number of American States.
Said Lynne Hall from South
Africa “We had read that your
city is in the industrial heartland
of the UK, but have been bowled
over by the beauty and
tranquillity we have found”.
Adds Bill Bailey, from the
extremity of South America “We

shall take away with us
las t ing memor ies  o f
Wolverhampton and the
wonder fu l  hospi ta l i ty
extended to us tonight – it’s
been like coming home!”

Wolverhampton President
Hans Boller (centre front)

in danger of being
overwhelmed by the

departing globetrotters.

A Rotarian’s first golfing experience
Inveigled by Peter Hand into entering this year’s Pitch and
Putt competition I turned up at the Three Hammers at the
appointed time only to realise that I had left a vital piece
of equipment at home; my wet suit. Just kidding, actually
I had a devastating lack of any equipment at all. Peter lent
me his shoes and Peter Wright and Brian Bailey nobly
said that I could go round with them and use their clubs.
  So there I was on the first tee with little but a misguided
belief in beginner’s luck and those two to help me. The
first thing to do they said is to address the ball. I assumed
that this was so in case I lost it they would know where to
send it back to if anyone found it, but the ballpoint wouldn’t
write on all those little dimples, so I settled instead for
giving it a mighty whack. It duly trickled off the front of the
tee. Peter was very critical of my club selection. Turns out
it was his umbrella. With this error corrected we embarked
on our round. And what an eventful round it was. I shall
not give you a hole by hole account, just a summary of
the most salient features. I invented a few new shots (Tiger
Woods could learn a thing or two from me). The ‘skid it
through the bunker, up over the lip and onto the green
shot’ (I’m not sure this works if the sand isn’t waterlogged)
and the ‘use a convenient tree to stop it at the back of the
green shot’ to mention but two. They called it luck, I call
it field craft. On the tenth green I had a near death
experience, narrowly surviving an assassination attempt

by the well known mafioso hitman Gianni Bloxiatto who
was probably worried that I might win. I thought I had, but
then they told me that it’s actually the low score that wins
(if only they would adopt this in the Premiership).
      I developed a considerable dislike of a particular club,
the sanding sod wedge I think it was called. I don’t think
that I shall use that one next time. Next time! Oh yes, I’ll
give it another go. I don’t think it will ever replace fishing
as a way of whiling away time, for one thing I have never
seen a decent recipe for a golf ball, but it hasn’t put me
off, much to the dismay of my golfing companions and
the management of the Three Hammers golf complex. I
feel that I would have done better if it wasn’t for the invisible
force field that protected several of the little holes that you
knock the ball down, and, though it pains me to have to
mention this, it later transpired that several of my fellow
Rotarians had used underhand tactics. They had played
before. When we had completed the eighteenth hole our
scorer (B.B.) announced that we had only played seventeen
and must have missed one somewhere, but it turned out
that he had scored number ten in the line reserved for the
total of the first nine (in my case this was understandable
as it could easily have been the total for the outward nine).
Well, I ask you, is it any wonder that the rates keep going
up!
      An excellent evening of Rotary fellowship and a very
decent steak and kidney pie followed. Many thanks to
Peter Hand for organising it.      Rtn. Richard Walton



Last week over 18,000 delegates from 153 countries set out to take part in the
100thAnnual Convention of Rotary International.  Their destination was Birmingham
and the purpose was to meet, exchange views and experiences on how the world’s
oldest and largest service organisation can best push ahead with its projects.
These include the leading role in the drive for the eradication of polio worldwide,
an extensive programme of aid to underdeveloped countries and substantial
disaster support.  Centred on the NEC, the extensive and varied programme
includes addresses by world figures like UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon,
Archbishop Desmond Tutu and UNICEF goodwill ambassador Mia Farrow, as

well as grass roots presentations and discussions on all aspects of Rotary’s continuing projects.

Built into the convention programme is the opportunity for overseas visitors to sample iconic British
institutions like Katherine Jenkins, The Treorchy Male Voice Choir, a medieval spectacular at Warwick Castle,
a tour of the Black Country Museum and a “night on the town” as Birmingham welcomes the visiting Rotarians.
One of the options available to visitors was to spend Monday evening as guests of many of the Rotary clubs
within striking distance of Birmingham.  Included among those acting as hosts were Wolverhampton’s five clubs,
who worked together to stage three events which provided hospitality to 130 Convention delegates.

Bilston and Tettenhall clubs entertained over 50 guests to a Right Royal evening at the Park Hall Ramada.
 Visitors from as far a field as Anchorage in Alaska, Wanneroo in Australia and from the home of Rotary in
Illinois USA were entertained to stories of the life and times of King Henry VIII and the bloody end of his six
wives.  King Henry was played by renowned local actor and historian John White.
Bob Cairns, visiting from the Port Orchard Rotary Club of Washington State, described the event as "the highlight
of our visit to the Rotary Convention".

Standing (left to
r ight) :  Subhash
Kulkarni, Rotary
Club of Metairie
Sunrise, USA; Ajoy
Chatterjee, Rotary
Club of Fort William
Canada;  Dav id
Earp, President of
theTettenhall club
and Mike Williams,
President of the
B i l s t o n  c l u b .
Seated, King Henry
VIII portrayed by
John White.

Wednesfield and St George’s Clubs invited 41 visitors from USA, Canada, Southern Africa, Europe and
India to a Pig Roast at the Albrighton home of a member of St George’s club, where Val Billings, President of
St Georges, gave a Rotary welcome to all to the visitors.  The Mayor of Wolverhampton, Councillor Surjan
Singh Duhra was on hand to extend Civic Greetings to the group and to pay tribute to the work of Rotary.
During the evening the party were entertained by “The Stafford Morris Men” whose invitation for audience
participation provoked bewilderment and hilarity on the part of the overseas visitors, and held out the prospect
of a world-wide revival of this traditional English dance form

CITY ROTARIANS ROLL OUT THE
RED CARPET PP Geoff Lowndes

Courtesy David Cave,

Rotathlon
Another year is complete and I am pleased to

report record attendance. 11 events this year compared
with 10 for last with the addition of rifle shooting. A total
of 148 attendances this year compared with 111 for
last. Can I on behalf of S & E Committee thank all our
members and especially their ladies for supporting the
events, we hope you had a good time, and hope that
you all will continue to support for 2009/10.

The final event of the year was Pitch and Put
with the ladies participating. It turned out to be the night
of Chambers triumph with Les winning the gents and
Tess only a short way behind him leading the ladies.
Another great night; do remember that even if you do
not want to play you are very welcome to enjoy the
fellowship afterwards.

The final top ten Rotathlon Results were as
follows (always  bearing in mind I prepared the list)

Peter Hand 99pts
Stewart Ross 49pts
Bloxham 92pts
Brian Woolley 47pts
Les Chambers 80pts
Dick Dawes 47pts
Robin Tyler-Morris 77pts
Geoff Lowndes 41pts
Brian Bailey 57pts
Hans Boller 40pts

A spontaneous
round of boos and
cat calls broke out
a t  t h e  c u p
presentation.
District Events
To recap the year
10 Pin Bowling we
brought home the
shield for the third
year running
Snooker  we won
the cup for only the
second time I can
remember.
Table Tennis we
have shortly to play
the final against
Wellington.
The remainder of

the Winter sports we were moderately successful not
so the Summer Events
All in all the most successful District Events year I can
recall
 Bradford Annan Annual Club competition at Shifnal
13th  July
Chez Chambers Cheese and wine 25th July Promises
to be an excellent afternoon of fellowship please come
only £5. I have now spoken with Tess myself and she
says  that Les may have mentioned it but she really
does not listen to a lot of what he says.

IPP Peter Hand

 You may remember that The Rotary Club of
Wolverhampton was one of the first, and certainly the
first Rotary Club in the country, to make a donation to
Help for Heroes on its inception by General Sir Richard
Dannatt in October 2007. Since then the remarkable
story of this remarkable charity is well known as it
continues to make the rehabilitative process for our
young injured service personnel more direct, more
effective and more dignified.
 The latest multi million pound project to establish
eight Homes for Heroes near the large garrison towns
in Britain will provide accommodation and back-up
support to give the injured the knowledge and the skills
to cope with their lives of new normality. In these interim
small homes, whatever they and their families require,
will be sourced and provided. In other words a 'one-
stop-shop' to prepare them for their futures.
 I am delighted to say that AN EVENING WITH
SIR MICHAEL PARKINSON will be a fitting event to
celebrate the success of H4H and I am indebted to Sir
Parko (as they call him in Australia) for agreeing to
present his one man show without a fee.
 This will be an unforgettable evening for the
benefit of those whose lives have altered due to lasting
injury in service to their country.
 If any of my fellow Rotarians or their ladies feel
they would like to be involved in a one-off capacity on
the organisational and promotional aspects of this major
event I should be only too pleased to hear from them.
Company sponsorship and corporative packages are
just two areas that I intend to explore.
 At this early stage a verbal or written request to
me will reserve priority tickets.                        Jerry
Voluntary County Coordinator for H4

More details at:       www.sirparkyatwolves.com

“Getting closer”
Our quiz team reached the final of the district quiz for
the second year running, which was held at the Lindens

o n  9 t h  J u n e .
A l t hough  t hey
managed to score
a record 160 of a
max. 200, they
were pipped again
in the final round by
t h e  h o l d e r s
Whitchurch. Only
o n e  q u e s t i o n
separated the first
three teams and
Wolverhampton
had to be content

with the runners-up trophy again for the second year
running, sharing it with St. Georges. Maybe next year
it will be ”third time lucky” ?             STOP PRESS
The team have been selected to audition for the BBC
TV quiz show “Eggheads” and are off to Bristol at the
beginning  of July (so watch this space!)
                                                     Rtn Peter Wright



    Some 19,000 Rotarians from 153 countries
attended the Convention in Birmingham in June that
opened with a wonderful parade lead by President D
K Lee who was followed by groups of people from
Korea, making a very colourful start to procedings.
    Whilst many world famous speakers, Bishop
Desmond Tutu & Mia Farrow could be heard at the
plenary sessions, undoubtedly all visited the House
of Friendship very regularly. The Hof F was in Hall 5,
an enormous area.
    Display stands supporting Rotary activities
around the world held fascinating and stimulating
information on the whole spectrum of Rotary work.
    The HoF was opened with superb dancing
and singing by groups from Korea including the ‘Little
Angels’ a group of Korean children. The House was
then open all day with musical entertainment being
provided alomost non-stop with about 15 minutes
between each performance. The club should be very
proud of the the painstaking work and commitment of
Rtn.Richard Green in organising, presenting and giving
the vote of thanks to all performers.
    For those stuck on stands for the whole of the
time the music provided a very welcome addition to
the atmosphere.
    The printed information on the 48 separate
perfromances paid tribute to Richard Green with the
following “The IFRM Board of Directors would like to
thank Richard Green, 2008-09 Talent Bank Chair, for
all his time and attention that he expended to bring
Rotarian musicians others to the House of Friendship.
Whith his superb attention to dertail and his expertise
in securing talent these performances promise to be
as good as ever in the HOF! Thanks Richard.

Overall the Convention once again provided
the right atmosphere and conditions for Rotarians
from 153 countries to meet and exchange ideas on
how to provide ‘Service Above Self’ (The ‘Humanity
in Motion’ logo has disappeared total ly.)

Many Rotarians chose to only attend the House
of Friendship on a £25 ticket for the whole period.
However this required volunteering to work in the House
of Friendship. Derrick & Sheila Sanders ‘volunteering’
required them to spend 4 1/2 hours on the Saturday
on the ‘End Polio Now’ display immediately outside the
NEC, inviting people to pay £5 to pull a sticker off the
very large display panel and write their name on a board
to ‘Make Dreams Real’ in the hope of raising £50k

The title could read............."President
Hans & Wallean relax probably not
realising they are sitting amongst about
20 members of Derrick & Sheila
Caravan Fellowship.

Rtn. Richard Green on the Musicians Fellowship stand
in the House of Friendship

Rtn. Richard Green giving a Vote of Thanks to the RIBI
Young Entertainers

Sheila Sanders on the ‘End Polio Now’ stand

Korean girls in the opening parade

PDG Fraser and Jean Dukes caught ubawares in
conversation with John Pike by the Jinja stand.

Below Rtns Peter and his wife on the Jinja Stand
(Lords Meade College - Uganda)

Rtn Richard Green meets Sheila Sanders in the House
of Friendship and below

Richard receives a Bear from a stallholder grateful for
the music.

PP Derrick Sanders


