
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Past Secretaries Dinner - Worfield Golf Club - 04/11/09

Leverton Day at the Birmingham Club - 9/11/09
Civic Day - 10/11/09     SGM - 01/12/09

Rotathlon Snooker-Kingswinford Snooker Centre 7pm - 17/11/09
SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING - 01/12/09

Senior Citizens Christmas Party - Thursday 10/12/09
Carol Service at St Bartholomews Church - 13/12/09

Christmas Party at Linden House - 16/12/09
Burns Night at Linden House - 22/01/10

Rotary Day - End Polio Now - Evening Meeting 23/02/10
Dragon Boats 2010 at Himley - 16/05/10

FOR MORE DETAILS VISIT
www.rotaryclubwolverhampton.co.uk/DiaryDates.htm

HUB will be published and distributed at Rotary Lunch
on the first Tuesday of each month, wherever possible.

The editor accepts no responsibility for comments contained within
Hub, seeking to include everything submitted by members wherever

space permits.
Articles submitted by email are much appreciated.

email: king@kandsprint.co.uk

Note: Apologies for non-attendance at Rotary Lunch
must be made no later than noon on the Monday to:

Linden House: 01902 753743
or by email to:

linden-house@btconnect.com
please also send a copy to the Attendance Officer

mjf@mikefisher.plus.com

Dear David
Re: George Sidebotham DVD
This DVD is available for £5 each and all proceeds go to the
club funds.
Could you please remind our members and ask them to place
their orders with me!
Best Regards,   YIR,    Chandru

At the October meeting we had a talk on ‘reading in
school’ by David Harding, and some of our members showed
an interest in helping the project.  Ten members went to the
overseas rally at Lilleshall, which was very successful with an
interesting talk on the Rotary Jaipur limb project.  We thank all
Rotary members who helped.

Grace Edwards, a past President 1976-77 & 1987-88
who died this year and a very loyal supporter of the Inner Wheel
bequeathed £500.00 to the club.

Sadly Kath Curtis died early in October, in New Cross
Hospital after a fall at home.  She was President in 1971-72,
and had been a member for well over 40 years.  Always so
supportive, rarely missed a meeting or a charity event, we shall
miss her happy and smiling presence.  She had devoted her life
to family and benefiting her community.

President Sheila

TUESDAY CLUB MEETINGS
03/11 Inner Wheel President Sheila Carver - High

Sheriff of Staffordshire
10/11 CIVIC DAY
17/11 Business Meeting
24/11 Wolves Community Trust - Will Clowes
01/12 SGM
08/12 Christmas Message
15/12 Business Meeting
22/12 No Meeting
29/12 No Meeting 

CLUB DUTIES
Date Meeting Stwd Speakers Host Money Steward
03/11 J.Baker D.Beddows T.Rissbrook
10/11 P.Barnett S.Behari D.Berriman
17/11 S.Bott N/A D.Sanders
24/11 N.Holmes M.Fisher J.Hobbs
01/12 M.Eves S.G.M. M.Boyce
08/12 B.Bailey J.Woolridge J.Bloxham
15/12 L.Chambers N/A M.Colley
22/12 No Meeting
29/12 No Meeting

SCOPE TRANSPORT
9 November - D.King

16 November - K.Krishan
23 November - G.Lowndes
30 November - D.Morgan
07 December - T.Morrey
14 December - J.Parry

Leave of Absence [all to 31 Dec 09]  is:
Ken Williams, Gordon Williams, Neil Compson, Narrinder

Sharma, Trevor Trotman & John Bloxham.

At a recent meeting a request was made to improve the
distribution of information within the club. All communications
from RIBI and District are now received via e-mail and these
can easily be forwarded to anyone wishing to see them.
If you wish to receive either or both of the above communications
drop me an e-mail and I will see to it. If I do not hear from you
I will assume you do not wish to receive them.
Social events will continue to be circulated or announced at
club meetings. I shall shortly be circulating details of the Special
General Meeting on 2 December. A Vice President is required
to follow Richard so let the arm twisting begin.

NOVEMBER 2009

District 1210 annual conference took place from the 2nd to the 4th

October 2009 in Southport. Our team attending the conference was
headed by President Roger accompanied by Jeanette.  He was
supported by President Elect Kewal Krishan, Vice President Richard
Green, Past District Governor George Sidebothan, Past District
Governor Fraser Dukes and Derek Morgan who were accompanied
by their good ladies.
The group arrived at the Ramada Hotel after a difficult long drive
but everyone was pleased with the facilities they found at the hotel
on their arrival.  The bedrooms were luxuriously equipped – quite
a comparison to previous conferences.  The hotel being on the
waterfront and adjacent to the Conference Centre was ideally situated
and found to be a great base for our stay.  The extensive shopping
facilities of Southport were just on the doorstep and the ladies
certainly took full advantage of this.

Friday afternoon started with District Governor Lynne
Deavin opening the conference and welcoming everybody
to Southport.  The evening dinner was at the Ramada Hotel
after which the ‘Stars in their Eyes’ fancy dress party took
place.  Unfortunately or fortunately as you may think, Roger
and the group decided against fancy dress.  We were superbly
entertained by Elvis, Neil Diamond, Tina Turner and
Meatloaf.  Everybody enjoyed themselves.
Past District Governor George was obviously not very well
but was still insistent on attending the conference.  However
he had to come home early on the Saturday.  It was indeed
very brave and courageous for him to attend at all.  We
appreciated his motivation and support.
After the late night, the hardy ones attended the plenary
sessions with a welcome from the Mayor of Seftan and J
Barry Smith, RI President representative and interesting
talks on ‘Wildlife Aid’ and ‘Transplant Links’, and another

great presentation from our popular Group Study Exchange
Team from District 3310
On Saturday evening we had our pre dinner champagne drinks
in the President’s suite.  The formal dinner was in the Conference
Centre after which the entertainment was provided by The Co-
Stars and Jean Martyn in the Floral Hall.  Everybody fought
to get onto the dance floor especially to join the G.S.E. team!
Kewal managed to persuade District Governor Lynn to leave
her own guests and join us in a photo shoot.

At the end of the evening, most of the other guests had to be
coached back to their hotels, but we merely walked across back
into the adjoining Ramada Hotel.
On Sunday, a morning service took place before we departed
for home.
A great time was had by all those attending                

President Elect Kewal Krishan

Past Presidents’ Dinner ...

Past Presidents meet at their Annual Dinner to entertain
President Roger Tweedale and to discuss the health of the
club in general!  Organised by IPP Hand Boller a splendid

evening was had by all.



As Christmas and the New Year fast approaches, our thoughts turn to our Family and friends, and
those who are no longer with us to share our Celebrations.
Indeed, now is the time to remember those more recently departed, Mr Tony Waugh, Mr Bob Sharples
and recently, Mr George Sidebotham.  Our thoughts are with their Widows, Partners and Families at this
time.

On a personal note, one cannot be more humbled by a comment made by PPDG ‘George’ Roy
Sidebotham when Jeanette and I dined with he and Eileen on the Thursday evening before District Conference
in Southport, when he said  quietly, that he felt he had to come to the Conference to support Jeanette and
myself and, given the stage of his illness and his decision to return home on the following day because he
felt very unwell, was indeed a comment which speaks volumes for a man of integrity and his commitment
to the Rotary Club of Wolverhampton.  He was indeed a wonderful man. We all have a tremendous amount
to learn from his example.          Roger Tweedale

Just to keep everyone up to date. This is an email received from a team member of the GSE team, that visited us from District 3820 in
the Philippines in 2007. He is now a Rotarian:                                PP Brian Oates

Hello Brian...
It nice to hear from you and be remembered during our stay in your country...
Yes, Brian...we are still reeling from the twin devastation which wreck havoc in our country, at almost just four days apart...Typhoons
Ketsana and Parma (local typhoon names: Ondoy and Pepeng) really had brought great damage, not just to lives and properties of the
estimated 2.2 million Filipinos here, but to our spirits, seeing most of the areas submerged in waters more than 10 feet high...people
surviving the great floods by hanging up through the roofs...vehicles floating like toys, bumping cars after the other...thousands are
homeless.
It's so heartwarming to know that you have discussed what happened to us during your International committee meeting...your group's
concern, at least, have lightened up our load here...
Yes, we would appreciate the help...allow me first to inform my Rotary Club about your offer as we shall discuss the details...right now,
we continuously give relief goods to those affected and much still has to be done...
Thank you so much Brian and i really really appreciate your concern...i shall be getting feedback from me Club on Tuesday, during
our meeting...so probably, I'll be communicating with you again on Wednesday...
Again, thanks and give my best regards to all our friends and fellow Rotarians in District 1210...         Yours in Rotary,   Edmer

Rotary Day - in support of the Rotary International 'Thanks for Life Campaign,' responding to the Bill and Melinda Gates
challenge to eliminate polio from the world.

An evening meeting of fellowship at the Lindens, when guests will be very welcome to come along. After the 3 course meal,
we will be treated to a superb recital of popular music by the international raconteur and keyboard entertainer Jean Martyn.
Jean, a member of the International Fellowship of Rotarian Musicians, was a great hit at the 100th International Convention, where she
played in The House of Friendship and at the East Meets West concert in Birmingham Symphony Hall.

She has played many times with The James Last Orchestra, and with Johnny Dankworth, and at Ronnie Scotts Jazz Club. She
has accompanied many of the top stars in show business around the world, and is the only lady to have recorded on the Blackpool Tower
Wurlitzer organ. Light hearted humour and music making will give us a very special evening.

Tickets, at £15 each will be available in January.  Rtn Richard Green

Originally started in District 1280 in 1994, the Rotary Shoebox Scheme
was intended to provide children of Iasi, in north-east Romania with Christmas
gifts. Since then, the scheme has become an RIBI International Project and every
District in RIBI is involved in this popular Scheme.

Gifts are now sent out throughout the year to many different countries
in Central and Eastern Europe to Orphanages, Homes and Hospitals. All age
groups, including teenagers and the elderly have welcomed the boxes.

In addition to Romania, Shoebox gifts have been delivered to Belarus,
Ukraine, Bulgaria, Albania, Croatia and Kosovo.

Thank you to everyone who supported the appeal. By the time you read
this well over 100 boxes will be on route to grateful recipients who may not have
received any other gift over the Christmas period.          
        Rtn. Mike Colley

District Events.
“DOOM ITS ALL DOOM”
It is not often that failure in District events needs to be recorded but
has lost at Snooker (in a close game) against Dudley
Your team has lost at Ten Pin (in a not so close game against Wednesfield)
Your B team is out of the Quiz we lost against practically everybody
Your A team in the Quiz will struggle to survive to the next round
The high spot is the District Table
Tennis which has not been played yet
Every cloud has a silver lining this
one is that this report will only be
half the size until well into next year.

Rotathlon 
Darts and Dominoes
One thing about this event, which
happened Thursday last, is that it does
tend to produce winners from
anywhere; this is of course due to the
fact that dominoes relies primarily
on luck but thinking about it, the way
we play, so does the darts. This year’s
Winners were Derek the Demon
Darter Morgan and our illustrious
President Roger triumphed in the
dominoes.
Snooker 17th November D i c k
Dawes

Future Events
Christmas Carol Service - 13th
December at St Barts in Penn and
after at the adjoining Oak Room for
refreshments

Christmas Party - 16th December at
Linden House

Burns Night - 22nd January

Rotary weekend - Early April

S & E  Sec PeterHand

Use your SMALL change

to make a BIG change.
Please put your loose change each day into your

End Polio Now box.
When full, write your name on the box and hand it in
to Derek, who will claim Gift Aid to boost the club’s

contribution to matching Bill Gates’ Challenge.

It is such a joy to witness a life being turned around and to know
that you have had some influence on that change. Just to have made a difference
to one life might be enough, but to know that you have contributed to the
improvement of the lives of over a thousand families is tremendous. Through
our support of Rotary's Africa Hope, our joint project with Hope and Homes
for Children (HHC), Rotarians within RIB! have transformed the lives of
many child-headed households in Rwanda and South Africa, giving hope to
some of the world's most desperate children. I believe that hope is a very
precious gift and I am proud that Rotary has found a way to give hope to so
many children. Every child, wherever they are in the world, deserves the
opportunity to grow up in an environment where they have hope for the future.
Hope gives children the chance to follow their dreams and ambitions and to
recognise their full potential.    
             In May 2009, Heather and I were in Nairobi attending the Rotary
District 9200 Conference and had the opportunity to combine our trip with
a further visit to Hope and Homes for Children's programme in Rwanda. Not

only were we able to witness the amazing progress of some of the past beneficiaries of Rotary's Africa Hope, but I was also able to work with
HHC on their latest Rotary initiative - Project Ubuntu.

Project Ubuntu will support HHC's work with some of the most vulnerable families in Rwanda, South Africa, Sierra Leone and
Sudan. These families are frequently child-headed households with teenage children left to bring up their younger siblings alone. It is a common
story in Africa that, without support, these families very quickly become desperate. With their houses falling into disrepair, the lack of income
means that they struggle to feed themselves and they are usually lonely, scared and full of despair that they lack the means to make their lives
better.

HHC works with local communities to identify the families most in need and then offers these families support over three years. This
gives these young people the resources and confidence to become self-sufficient.            Gordon McInally, Past RI Director, Past RIBI President

GORDON McINALLY IN AFRICA with Hope & Homes for Children



I am George’s youngest son Paul and my sister Linda and brother Peter thank you
all so much for being here today to remember our dear father.
Since our mother Patricia died in 1992 Dad’s most special friend and constant
companion has been Eileen - and I know that Eileen and her family would also like
to thank all of you for your sympathy and support at this time of great loss.

Dad was born on July 8th 1923 and brought up in Penn in Wolverhampton.  He
was an older brother to Don and they grew up together at 216 Penn Road.

He went to Wolverhampton Grammar School where he studied hard and enjoyed
playing in goal for the football team – he was proud to tell us, as a life-long Wolves
supporter, that they sometimes played games on the hallowed turf at Molineux. He
always had a great memory, and poems like The Lady of Shallot were etched in his
brain at this time and he never forgot how to recite them.  I will always remember
him reciting Stanley Holloway’s “the lion & Albert” with a wonderful Lancashire
accent.

After he left school he went to his first job as a clerk at Barclays bank in the town.
 He would take the bus up and down Penn Road to go home for lunch each day with
his mother.

He played the saxophone for a while and spent some of his wages on 78 records,
playing music from artists like Artie Shaw and Count Basie.

The following year when Dad was 16, the Second World War broke out and he
continued his work in the bank.  A year or so later, when he was still 17, he went
down the road from the bank one lunch time and walked into an armed forces
recruitment office.  Before his 18th birthday he had signed up - and he was sent to

Cambridge University Air Squadron and then transferred to Tulsa in America to do his pilot training.
In November 1943 he joined the RAF 100 Squadron as a fully qualified Pilot Officer - just 20 years old.  He met his crew mates

- and they set to work flying Lancasters off the East coast of England.  Due to the extremely high casualty rate he was soon promoted
to acting squadron leader.

He never talked about his war-time experiences as
we were growing up.  We have listened to the stories with
utter amazement over the past decade or so.

The dangers he faced and the loss and suffering he
experienced were unspeakable.  On his crew’s 13th mission
their Lancaster was badly damaged and they all baled out
over Germany. He was captured and made a prisoner of
war for fifteen months in Stalag Luft 3 which became famous for the Great Escape.  As Allied forces approached he was among the
prisoners who were marched across Europe.

There are many stories within this part of George’s life that are too numerous to tell here today.  Dad was so modest when he
related his experiences.  His courage in the face of extreme hardship is truly extraordinary.

He was finally liberated and flown back home to an airfield in Devon and then put on a train to RAF Cosford - On October
22nd 1945 he rang his mother to tell her he was coming home and she famously asked him if he was going to be late for lunch!

He was now 22 years old and I believe he thought it was time for some career building.
He secured his partnership with his brother Don in their Father’s firm - Perks & Sidebotham.  Don managed the site work and George
manned the office and they successfully built many family homes in the local area. In his professional capacity, he became the President
of the local Federation of Master Builders, and Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Building.

He met our mother Pat and they fell in love and married in 1956.  Our family home was built by Perks and Sidebotham in
Wightwick – close enough to enable him to come home for lunch each day.  They built a life together and really enjoyed their time in
Rotary and Inner Wheel with church every Sunday and summer holidays in Torbay.
 Dad didn’t only build the house we lived in he constantly changed and adapted it to suit his family’s needs.  When they first
moved in he had a large vegetable patch and he rotated his crops and grew his wall flowers.
He has always loved his garden - and the plot he has most recently tended at Eileen’s house is still producing his flowers and fruit in
abundance this autumn.

Our education was always important to him - and he has also worked within Rotary on various school projects which have
enriched children’s lives.
Most recently he has been a governor of the school here in Brewood and I would like to thank the children from the school for coming
to pay their respects today.

And speakers’ club - he loved the way people could perform a speech and learned the value of clear communication.  He
practised it in every day life and had the gift of making a connection with the people he met.
There have been many tributes made during the past week to this lovely, charming, true gentleman - a man who doffed his cap to the
ladies – a man who would insist on standing to greet whoever walked into the room.

His most solitary pass time was fly fishing but I believe, even in this, he preferred to share his days by fresh water streams,
pools or raging Scottish rivers with his family and close friends.  He loved to connect with people over a game of cards or snooker or
cricket or golf and most recently chess.  In his role as grandfather to both the Gosling and Sidebotham families he became the children’s
magician and delighted them all with an array of magic tricks

He was not daunted by the 21st Century.  He was always one to try to keep up with the latest technology, gadgets and toys –

all” He added “Yes my wife was in the team…and yes  two Devorgilla
past president’s wives were also in the team as was the wife of the
President of the Rotary Club of Thornhill and my boss’s daughter. I
remind you this was a panel decision!!” Hamish further stated that he
had “no plans to stand for public office and had no second home”.
Madam Tan asked Hamish’s daughter which team was the best dressed
and she replied “Mummy’s of course” The die was cast

Team names were also subject to debate and much amusement
with the “Titanic Synchronised diving team” of Leisure and Sport D&GC
being eclipsed by the Chinese Association’s Junior members contribution
of “Wok went Wong” as opposed to the original team name of “Orient
express”. Possible mutiny on the Nith. Event Director Charles
Milroy said “A fabulous day with all competitors getting into the swing
of things from the very start creating a fantastic atmosphere. The event
contractors, Dragon Boat Events limited, were superb not just by their
humour and expertise but with the way they paced the event and got
the best out of the crews.”
. At the time of going to press £8,700 has been raised.

PP Brian Oates spoke to the club on the Tuesday 13th October. He spoke
about the no hope, no future way of life for hundreds on thousands of
South African unemployed people living in shantytowns throughout South
Africa. He also commented at length, on the efforts being made by Rotary
to ensure that new generations in these areas are being shown the vision
of a better life. Schools have been built by Rotary where youngsters learn
the essentials of life, the state education system is keen to recruit students
from these beginnings and it is hoped that some will eventually make it
through to university. He said that until a few years ago their education
was taking place in a container from the back of a lorry.
He commented on the 46 years of apartheid and emphasized the cost to
the country in terms of lost education. He spoke about a programme of
empowerment through education, undertaken in recent years by the Cape
of Good Hope Rotary Club and spoke with feeling about their latest project,
a 13,500 sq ft extension to an existing school (Sinathemba) providing day

care for both
mentally and
p h y s i c a l l y
disadvantaged
children.
A circular tour of
t h e  C a p e
Peninsular was
illustrated with
sl ides before
t ravel l ing  in
p ic tu res  and
words on an
expedition into
the wilderness of
t h e  N a m i b
Dessert.



he would never go to London without visiting Hamleys Toy Shop.
He persevered and found that the internet was a great way to keep in touch with his friends and relations by e-mail.  This kept him in
constant touch with Linda in South Africa.  He played internet chess every night and had games going with lots of people at the same
time, including Pete in Scotland and his grandsons Morten in South Africa, Gregory in America and Jasper in Shropshire.

Some people choose to retire and make a quieter life for themselves.  Dad chose to keep his life as busy and friend-filled as
possible.  He was always planning ahead and having to check dates in his busy diary.  He wanted to stay connected with his family as
actively as possible.

We all recognise his indomitable spirit: a man who lived life to the full:
a man who, in his 80’s was taking home communion to, in his phrase, “the elderly”.

A most courageous man, A wonderful friend to have, A loving husband to Pat, A dear companion to Eileen, A strong and loving
father and doting grandfather, And so much more that words cannot say.

This is one of George’s favourite prayers by Cardinal Newman
O Lord support us all the days long, ‘till the shadows lengthen and the evening comes
And the busy world is hushed,  The fever of life is over and our work is done

  Then in your mercy Lord, Grant us a safe lodging
And a holy rest, And peace at last                              Paul Sidebotham

And from Rotarian David Berriman...
It is my privilege today to try to encapsulate in a few words someone I have known for the best part of 50 years and for whom I had

great admiration and affection.
George was a man of many parts. l have known him through three elements of his life which were especially important to him.
My first contact was through business where myoid firm was the selling agent for Perks and Sidebotham. That being said you will

understand that this is probably the first time I have ever done something for George without charging commission! Perks and Sidebotham
was a firm of builders who produced a quality product - so much so that even today we still use their name in sale particulars because
it is known as a mark of quality.

The firm was started in 1923 and before the last war built traditional half timbered houses in Coalway Avenue and then built larger
versions in Tinacre Hill. These were started before the war and some were not finished until after it had ended.

George and his brother Don developed and expanded the firm building the well known design with the steep pitched roof and dormer
windows in Pertonbrook Vale and Quail Green, Broxwood Park, Ormes Lane, Wightwick Hall Road and in many of the surrounding
villages so that they really did change the fece of this area.

They were a highly respected firm and George has every reason to be proud of his part in their success.
I knew George and Pat as a family when our sons were at prep school together. They then lived in The Highfields in a house built

by Perks and Sidebotham so showing their confidence in the product! I know that amongst all his other interests his family was very
important to him as we heard from Paul earlier.

I joined the Rotary Club of Wolverhampton in 1974 by which time George had been a member for 6 years. He served the Rotary
Movement with great distinction and his consummate skills as an orator, honed through his involvement with the Speakers Club, were
put to good use as he filled many important offices.

He was Club President in 1980-81 and rose to be District Governor in 1987-88. This is a very onerous job as District 1210 has almost
60 clubs.

His time as District Governor was particularly memorable for a highly successful Conference which was organised for him by PP
Peter Williams. The theme was Wartime and there were almost 1000 people there. That weekend the country was ravaged by storms
and high winds but all but two people managed to get there. PDG Fraser Dukes tells me that those there will not have forgotten the
unscripted arrival of George Frost's dog on the platform during the service!  George was made a Paul Harris Fellow in 1988 and was a
Life Honorary Member of our club.

Only a few weeks ago George gave us a talk about his wartime experiences and by coincidence the next night the television programme
" Who do you think you are" focussed on someone who had also been in Stalag luft 3 and on the long march. It is a measure of George's
modesty that in his talk to us he underplayed his experiences and the whole episode was shown to be much more horrendous on television.

Most of us, and I understand that also includes his family, had known George for many, many years before we had any idea of his
wartime horoics.

His commitment to Rotary was shown by his presence at the recent Mama Mia concert when Jan and I sat next to him and Eileen -
although he did say he enjoyed it more when he turned his hearing aid off!  The weekend before he died he was at the Rotary Conference
coming home early as he felt unwell.

We sometimes complain that some of our older members do not support the club activities. George proved that it could be done.
As he was a keen member of the Speakers Club I have a nasty suspicion that he will be listening to me now and filling in my card

with observations and marks. Be that as it may we know that when we fill in his card he will have earned and deserved the highest marks
in all respects.

He was a lovely man and a true gentleman. The business world and the Rotary movement will miss him but be inspired by his example.
          Rtn. David Berriman

I dream of another time,
Of soaring wings and slipstream whine,

Of airscrew arcs and engine drone,
And cloudy canyons I have known.

Once we were many, and we knew,
The love of thousands, our aircrew,

So many lovers, past recall,
Yet we were faithful to them all.

When towering columns split the night,
With brilliant beams of searching light,

The in just moments we became,
Small insects round a naked flame.

And with us then, our young men knew,
An eighth, unwanted, crewman flew,
He whispered, taunted, often near,
Unseen but known, for he was fear.

Time after time, we saw the cost,
To all who fought so well, yet lost,

For them a fiery plunge through space,
In another time,  another place.

For you old lovers, youth has gone,
Relentless, time is moving on,

With arms outstretched, with measured pace,
To take you all in cold embrace.

Time has not marred my grim old frame,
To your fading eyes, I am the same,

Look well, all strangers standing there,
For I am the mighty LANCASTER.

© Walter Scott, ex 630 Squadron R.A.F. (East Kirkby).

Earlier this year I was priviledged to speak at length with Rtn. Charles Milroy on the finer points of organising a Dragon Boat
event, and to pass on to him some of the artwork that we use for our own event.  By all accounts their event was a great success and

true to his word, Charles has sent us some pictures of their Dragon
Boat Day: - Ed

Seventeen teams totalling over 300 competitors took part in the
inaugural River Nith Dragon Boat Festival on Sunday 31st May
2009 at the Greensands, Dumfries. The event was preceded by a
colourful opening ceremony with Chinese Dragon Dancers provided
by the Chinese Association of Dumfries and Galloway. Racing to
the theme music of Hawaii-five-O, teams “hared” down a course
of just over 250 metres, finishing at the Rowing Club Bridge. Each
team raced in a series of 3 heats and the fastest four teams went
forward to a race-off in the final.

The festival started gently enough with several teams
concentrating on fancy dress rather than racing performance. However
after the first heat and the posting of timings on the events board,
teams began to get competitive. Tactics were discussed, plans formed
and skulduggery plotted for further attempts on the water. Team
times over heats two and three were closely scrutinised for
improvements or lapses in performance and jolly banter and derisory
remarks along with other pleasantries were passed to and fro, from

shore to water.
A number of teams went for the visual effect and Wendy MacLeod’s “Rainbow Warriors” were adjudged as being best dressed

team by a panel of  the Chinese Consul General Madam Tan, Provost Jack Groom and wife Kate and Rotary Club of Dumfries Devorgilla’s
President Hamish MacLeod and his daughter. Hamish commenting on the result said that it was “A unanimous decision by the panel
and I can state that I was not swayed in any shape or form that the Rainbow Warriors were an all female crew and I got to kiss them

Almost thirty years ago, when he was President of our club, George asked me to be his
Secretary. He had a habit of ringing me at eight o’clock in the morning just as the family
were getting dressed and having breakfast. Only a few weeks ago he reminded me that I
had told him quite firmly that “this had got to stop”. We decided to change the timing to
one that suited us both.

Then when George was District Governor he asked me to be his Conference Chairman.
George had wonderful support from club members, with our ladies and a record attendance
of almost a thousand from all over the district. The weekend turned out to be quite an event.
It started with the dreadful storm that swept the country with trees down and roads closed.
We were already in Bournemouth waiting to see if people would be able to travel. The forties
theme fancy dress event on the Friday evening was well supported and got the weekend off
to a good start, but then we heard that two local fire fighters had lost their lives and George
was anxious to raise money in support of their families. The main collection took place at

the Sunday morning church service, but with the generosity of Mike Bryant who allowed us to sell off the candelabra that he had provided
for the tables at the Saturday night dinner and ball extra money was raised.
 For all of us who have worked with George we would all say how generous George was in thanking everyone who did anything
for him. A perfect gentleman that everyone wanted to call him their friend.

David Berriman gave a wonderful eulogy at the funeral, and then on returning to our car the radio was playing the music
from“the Dambusters” – how appropriate.                                                                                                                 PP Peter Williams

And from the editor ...
It is not very often that I feel strongly enough to actually contribute to Hub
rather than just publishing the offerings sent to me by our members, but
George was special and I feel that I would like to share this little story
with you.
Unlike George I’m not known for my ‘God fearing’ ways and George often
called me a ‘heathen’ and we would laugh about it together. After dinner
one evening at Eileen’s lovely home I asked if I might play her wonderfull
grand piano;  everyone seemed very keen on this after-dinner entertainment
so I wasted no time in playing tunes from ‘The Phantom of the Opera’,
‘Cats’ and other well known musical shows.
What no one other than my dear wife Margaret knew was that I learned
piano at the feet of my father who was Sunday School superintendant at
Cleveland Street Chapel and wanted his musically inclined son to play the
Hymns and Choruses while he stood at the front and conducted!
I will never forget George’s face as I began to play that well known Hymn
‘The Old Rugged Cross’ and he burst into word-perfect song as I concluded

with ‘Jesus wants me for a sunbeam’!  I’m sure I went up several points in George’s estimation that night, perhaps he may even put in
a good word for me?

Speaking to Eileen in the last few days I know that she has been overwhelmed by all the letters and messages of sympathy that she
has received from their friends in the Rotary Club and just extremely thankfull that she had had the opportunity to have George’s friendship
and companionship over the last decade.

I will finish as I started with the words “Goodbye to an old friend”.                PP David King

George with Cynthia Wright at the Clubs’ 40’s night held at
Pattingham Village Hall a couple of years ago.


